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I nt roduct ion: 
 
The Minist ry of Educat ion and Higher Educat ion has com m it ted it self since it  took over the 
responsibilit y  of educat ion in 1994 to r ise up with the educat ional process, and to enhance 
the qualit y of educat ion. The increase  of schools enrollm ent    have been a major concern, 
a qualit y and capacity building within the st rategic plans for the various educat ion tends 
st ill,  in spit e of t he hard polit ical circum stances.  
 
The educat ional process has been affected a lot  during Al-Aqsa I nt ifada as a result  of the 
I sraeli aggressive policy on the 28 t h of Septem ber unt il now, despite all the efforts that  
have been done by the Minist ry and all other partners.  
 
The I sraeli aggression, sieges and incursions had the worst  effect  on the educat ional 
process and on the hum an or physical,  and psychological sides. Many students, t eachers 
and employees faced arrest ing, hum iliat ion and suffer ing by I sraeli soldiers on m ilitary 
check point s between cit ies and villages in all of the Palest inian dist r icts. Aside from the 
fact  that  many of the students were martyred, others were   in jured, and suffered 
difficult ies on their way to or in schools, they were also subject  to some psychological 
problem s in which affected their school performance and future.  
Table (1)  shows a sum mary of the human loss from  the beginning of the I NTI FADA t ill 
now.  
Table 1 : Sum m ary of Hum an Losses from  2 8 / 9 / 2 0 0 0 - 1 / 3 / 2 0 0 5  
 

Total 1 / 9 / 2 0 0 4 -
t ill now   
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The I sraeli occupat ion had dam aged the infrast ructure of t he educat ional process in many 
different  ways and m eans,  and the following are fact s about  what  has been happening:  

�  1 2 8 9  schools w ere disrupted and closed because of curfew s, sieges 
and dist r icts closures since 2 8 / 0 9 / 2 0 0 0 6  t ill now .  

�  2 6 9  school buildings w ere dam aged as a result  of shelling and 
clashing by the I sraeli forces, since the breakout  of the I nt ifada.   

�   9  schools are st ill closed, from  w hich 3  schools are changed to 
m ilitary bases; as w hat  is st ill happening in Usam a I bn- Al- Munqith, 
Banat  Joher and Al-Ma’aref schools in Hebron.   

�  5 .2  Million US$  is the est im ated value of the I sraeli dam ages in 
Palest inian schools. 

�  4 .8 5  Million US$  is the est im ated value of the I sraeli dam ages in 
Palest inian Universit ies. 
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�  3 8  schools in Jenin,  Tulkarm , Qalqilya, Jerusalem , &  Bethlehem  
w hich had nearly 1 1  thousand students, w ere affected as a result  
of the Annexat ion &  Expansion. 

The worst  scenario is Nablus dist r ict ,  since it  is suffer ing from t ight  and st r ict  curfews and 
closures, alm ost  500 teachers couldn’t  reach their schools in the dist r ict .  Despite all these 
difficult ies, 9 schools challenged the hard sieges and closures,  and thus the study was not  
com pletely disrupted in these schools.  Also in Kufor Ain’s schools (gir ls and boys)  in 
Ramallah, studying was disrupted as a result  of the t ight  curfew. Table (2)  shows the 
number of schools, students, teachers, and em ployees disrupted during the I NTI FADA. 
Table 2 : Disrupt ion in schools from  1 / 9 / 2 0 0 3 - 1 0 / 0 1 / 2 0 0 5  

 
Distr ict  D isrupted 

schools 
N um ber 

Disrupted 
Teachers 
Num ber 

Disrupted Pupils  
Num ber 

S.Hebron 44 694.5 18280 

Hebron 27 147.5 11294 

Nablus 91 1566 34784 

Ram allah 57 1187 23148 

Qabat ia 12 253 6018 

Jerusalem  
Suburbs 

51 79 3040 

Jenin 33 414 17990 

Bethlehem  22 411 19019 

Salfeet  13 153.5 4525 

Jericho 2 30 562 

Qalqilya 23 1672 13228 

KhanYounes 17 304 12313 

N.Gaza 18 0 11768 

Gaza 20 560 13433 

Rafah 30 717 18061 

Total 4 1 6  8 1 8 8 .5  1 9 7 5 2 7  

 
Moreover the buildings of MoEHE and its directorate's off ices were not  safe from the 
savage aggressive policy of the I sraeli soldiers who dest royed many of t he MoEHE cars, 
com puters, and furniture;  also they stole hard disks and floppy disks containing lots of 
informat ion. Table (3)  shows the types of damages inside the MOEHE directorates  
 

Table 3 : Types of physical dam ages from  2 8 / 9 / 2 0 0 0 - 1 0 / 0 1 / 2 0 0 5  
 

Kind of Dam age Total 

Shelling & break ing into  schools 2 8 8  

Shelling & break ing in directorates offices 6  

Shelling & Breaking in Colleges 5  

Shelling & Breaking in Universit ies 
 8  

Breaking in & Damaging Head Quarters 2  
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Changing Schools to Military Bases 4 3  

Schools Closure 1 0  

Universit ies Closure 2  

Walls& Classroom s Bulldozing 4 9  

Schools Disrupt ion 1 1 2 5  

Schools Evacuat ion 5 0  

School Contents Vandalized 5 0  

Colleges Contents Vandalized 2  

Universit ies Contents Vandalized 8  

 
However the financial losses were great ;  the following table has a sum mary of t he  
Dam age cost  divided into four domains:  
 

1 . Buildings  
2 . Educat ional inst rum ents  
3 .  Furniture.  
4 .  Equipments. 

 
 
 
Table 4 : Sum m ary of the cost  of the I sraeli invasion to the schools ( US $ )   
 
 

Distr ict  Buildings Furniture Equipm ents Cars Total  
Nablus 5 1 0 0 0  2 2 1 3 8 8  9 5 5 0 0  0  4 3 9 1 6 8  
Tulkarm  2 2 0 0 0 0  1 1 9 7 6  2 4 5 0 0  0  5 4 5 0 8 2  
Qalqilya 8 0 0 0  1 0 7 6 4  2 0 4 8 0  0  3 1 7 6 4  
Salfeet  4 0 0 0  7 3 0  0  0  2 5 4 8 0  
Baithlehem  1 2 3 2 0  2 8 8 6  3 0 2 0  0  5 9 2 2 4  
Ram allah 5 0 0  1 1 2 7 6  4 3 0 0 0  0  1 9 9 6 7 9  
South 
Jericho 

1 5 7 0 0  7 3 5 8  9 1 2 4 0  0  1 1 4 1 7 8  

Hebron 1 1 2 0 0  1 7 1 5  4 4 6 0  0  7 9 6 3  
Jenin 5 4 5 6 0  2 2 3 0 0  4 1 5 6 0  0  1 1 8 4 5 0  
Qabatia 2 2 3 0 0  5 6 7 0  3 6 2 3 1  0  6 4 2 0 1  
W est  bank  3 9 9 5 8 0  1 5 0 5 9 6  3 7 4 0 2 8  0  9 2 4 2 0 4  
Gaza  8 7 0 5 2 0  3 5 3 2 0  4 6 8 3 4 5  0  1 3 7 4 1 8 5  
Total 1 2 7 0 1 0 0  1 8 5 9 1 6  8 4 2 3 7 3  0  2 2 9 8 3 8 9  
 

 
�   W ith support  of Donors, Governm ental and Non-Governm ental 

Organizat ions, MOEHE m ade som e repair  in  the previous dist ricts. 
Especially after  the great  loss at  the Palest inian Universit ies and 
schools, w here the est im ated cost w as 4 .8 5  m illion, and 5 .2  m illion 
in sequence.  of  

 
Even universit ies and colleges were not  safe from the barbaric & brutal I sraeli 
aggression. That  the I sraeli soldiers v iolated several cam puses sanct ity,  such as:  
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�   Bethlehem  University on Dec. 8 th,  2 0 0 2  they besieged it ,  threw  

poisonous gas bom bs and disrupted study. They stayed there for  
five days. Also dam aged furniture,  doors, w indow s, com puters,  
and 2 4 5  books.  

�   An- Naj ah Nat ional University cam pus on Dec 1 4 th,  2 0 0 2  in Nablus 
city. They besieged it  and forced teachers and students to leave 
it .   

�  Hebron University on Jan. 1 4 th 2 0 0 3 . They dam aged labs,  
com puters and closed it  for 6  m onths.  

�   Palest ine Polytechnic University on Jan. 1 4 th 2 0 0 3 .  They closed it  
for three m onths.  

�   Al-Quds Open University / Ram allah, Al-Azhar university/ Gaza, 
Palest ine Vocat ional Gir ls college/  Ram allah,  Palest ine Vocational 
College/  Tulkarm  , BirZeit  University cam pus.  

 
Table 5 : A Sum m ary of the cost  of the I sraeli invasion to the Universit ies (  US$ )   
 
University/  
College 

Buildings  Labs  Salary 
deficiency  

Students 
allow ances  

Anim als 
expenses  

Total  

Al- Azhar /  
Gaza 

4 0 0 0  1 6 8 0 0  8 8 7 3 3 3    9 0 8 1 3 3  

Al-
I slam yeh /  
Gaza 

  1 8 3 7 5 0 0    1 8 3 7 5 0 0  

Birzeit   2 0 0 0    5 0 0 0   7 0 0 0  
Al- Qudus  6 6 0 0 0 0   1 3 8 0 0 0 0    2 0 4 0 0 0  
Al- Qudus 
open 
university  

3 4 0 0 0      3 4 0 0 0  

An- Najah 
Nat ional 
University  

 1 8 5 0 0 0    4 0 5 0 0  2 2 5 5 0 0  

Vocat ional 
and 
Technical 
Colleges  

2 8 0 0 0 0 0      2 8 0 0 0 0 0  

Total  3 5 3 6 0 0 0  2 0 1 8 0 0  4 1 0 4 8 3 3  5 0 0 0  4 0 5 0 0  7 8 8 8 1 3 3  
 
 
 

Moreover,  the I sraeli v iolat ions and aggressions had affected the im plem entat ion of 
many educat ional project s and programs. MoEHE init iated a five-year plan 2001/ 2005.            
 
Yet ,  m any project s were cancelled or postponed due to the I sraeli incursions,   

This forced the MoEHE to adopt  a new emergency plan, and alternat ive st rategies to cope 
with circumstances of closures,  curfews and to m anage the MoEHE with m inimum  
cent ralized interference in daily managem ent .  MoEHE budget  was reduced according to the 
current  situat ion. 
Further more, I srael building it s”  apar theid wall" . The wall's height  is 8 m eters and its long 
is 360 kilom eters .cut t ing through the Palest inian dist r ict s such as Jenin,  Tulkarem , 
Qalqilya,  Salf it ,  Ramallah, Jerusalem, and Beithlehem . 
                                      

 This wall is not  only  confiscat ing Palest inian land, but  also affect ing the educat ional 
process by adding a lot  of obstacles in front  to our Palest inian students and teachers who 
are deprived from their r ight  of educat ion. Both of them  can’t  reach their  schools or 
universit ies easily & safely.       For exam ple,  in Nazlet  I ssa School the”  apartheid wall “ cuts 
through the village,  and separates it  from  its school.  So the students are forced to pass 
through one of the Wall’s gates in order to reach their school   which forces them  to 
confront    the aggressive I sraeli soldiers everyday. Table 6 illust rates the number of 
students and teachers affected by the wall.   
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 Table 6 : Number of students and teachers affected from building the Wall:  
 

School Nam e Dist r ict  Num ber of Students 
Barta Sec Boys School Jenin 362 
Barta Sec Gir ls School Jenin 345 

Um  Al- raihan Basic co-ed School Jenin 98 
Alfarook Basic School Jenin 85 

Total Jenin  8 9 0  
Nazlit  I sa Secondary Boys 

School Tulkarem  329 

Nazlit  I sa Secondary Gir ls School Tulkarem  328 
Baqa Alsharqia Basic Boys 

School Tulkarem  389 

Baqa Alsharqia Basic Gir ls 
School Tulkarem  244 

Baqa Alsharqia Sec Boys School Tulkarem  208 
Baqa Alsharqia Sec Gir ls School Tulkarem  377 

Total Tulkarem   1 8 7 5  
Aldaba,Ras Tira Qalqilya 1 3 3  
Total Qalqeelia  - - - - - - - - - -  1 3 3  
General Total - - - - - - - - - -  2 8 9 8  

 
 
 
 


