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Prisoners in Hebron were followed up in 2012 through the General Union of Palestinian
Women, with decision-makers; MPs, the Governor, the Legislative Council Dr. Sahar Qa-
wasmi and Samira Halaiga, as well as the Prisoners’ Club in Hebron, and the Director of the
Family Ministry.

During the meeting; the women spoke about their problems, the sufferings and difficul-
ties they face in society after they are released from captivity, and complained of being
hurt. The worst was social isolation imposed by society, the negative repercussions on
their health and psychological situation because of this; participating in community is
clear evidence. One of the women involved, said: “It was a difficult experience, and the
hardest part is to get rid of psychological effects after leaving prison. There are different
views on the issue of community, and people don't respect this case as it should be”.

These liberated women gave some recommendations to help them merge with the so-
ciety. At working level they recommended coordination between institutions (Chamber
of Commerce) to accommodate prisoners, they also asked for economic cooperatives to
market their handcraft products, and to work with legislative and official institutions.

With regards to the psychological and social aspects they called to establish a club for
liberated females which could be a part of the Palestinian Prisoners’ Club, and to adopt a
local program addressing their needs and problems. They also called for meetings with
social workers to enable women to rehabilitate and reintegrate in society. They empha-
sized the right to participate in the construction of society, just as liberated male prison-
ers, and customize themes in National Education for school subjects about the liberated
women and their suffering. And a continuation to give these themes in higher education
programs through coordination with the Ministry of Education.

It stressed on the contribution of Palestinian media to focus on and support women'’s is-
sues, and on direct media discourse to respect the female liberated prisoners.
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“Liberated Female Prisoners Mastering Resolutions
1325 and 1889”

Liberated female prisoners initiative - Hebron, Nablus (UN resolution
1325, 1889)

Palestinian liberated women are considered as part of the targeted group by the UN reso-
lution 1325, which calls for protecting women from the occupation and its violence, and
to increase the participation of women at all levels of decision-making in the national, re-
gional and international institutions and mechanisms to prevent, manage and solve con-
flicts, and support their participation in achieving civil peace. The institutions members of
the coalition of resolution 1325 took liberated women in the deal in October 2011 among
its priorities.

Two training sessions were organized in Nablus and Hebron targeting 13 liberated wom-
en for each session. In Nablus, a session organized with the cooperation of General Union
of Palestinian Women, Members of the Coalition, and the active participation of the Minis-
tries of Family, Social Affairs, Health, Labor, and Labor Union to educate liberated women
about UN resolution 1325, and give them the opportunity to express their problems and
put forward their ideas on how the coalition could help them, as well as their skills be-
come integrated into society.

In a training course in Hebron, they discussed the suffering of liberated women and their
issues, and to contribute significantly to develop communication skills and reintegration
in community. Then through a field trip they were introduced to all civil society institu-
tions that would provide them with support through their programs.
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b. “Security Council resolution 1325: What about Palestinian Women in Refugee
Camps” Conference.

To complete this initiative’s message for enhancing refugee women and develop their abilities
two meetings were held on 22/10/2011 at Aida Social Youth Center Hall because it is near the
separation wall, and in Balata refugee camp in Nablus, where 200 people participated, most of
them were women who had participated in awareness-raising and education sessions.

The objective of the conferences, with the participation of a number of legal persons in
camps and popular committees and members of the General Union of Palestinian wom-
en, were the issues of women in refugee camps, and services that support their steadfast-
ness. The General Union of Women introduced a vision on implementing United Nations
resolution 1325 in Palestine.

The conferences recommended the integration of women'’s institutions and centers work-
ing in the camp to strengthen their role in enabling resolution 1325 calling for the protec-
tion of women in times of armed conflict. The involvement of women in the maintenance
of peace and security, developing their roles in making decision regarding conflict pre-
vention and resolution, as well as providing support to mothers, women in general and
women in refugee camps to inform them of their rights.
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“Supporting women in refugee camps, and
resolution 1325”

Initiative by a Group of Institutions in Hebron, Bethlehem and Nablus
a. 12 Workshops in Refugee Camps in Nablus, Hebron and Bethlehem

This initiative included 12 workshops with women’s centers and community organizations
in camps (Faouar, El Arub, Bethlehem, Dheisheh, Aida, El Ein, Askar and Balata), and lasted
from 12/10/2011 to 16/10/2011.

These workshops, which were attended by 20-35 men and women, aimed to enhance
the role of women'’s centers in coordination with other institutions working in the field of
women’s rights, and join members of the coalition of United Nations Resolution 1325 with
institutions and important people in the camps.

Women participating in workshops were educated
and introduced to the UN Resolution 1325, and de-
veloped their capacities and increased their aware-
ness of the importance of human rights, to protect
their rights and their families as refugees; to enhance
women'’s participation in the decision-making pro-
cess through community centers.
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“Liberated female prisoners mastering resolutions
1325, 1889”

Liberated female prisoners - General Union of Palestinian Women -
Nablus Initiative

“No to occupation, yes to unity.” Two Marches in Nablus and Hebron
An initiative by a Coalition of Institutions in both cities

On the occasion of the international day of solidarity with Palestinian people, 29* of No-
vember each year, two marches went out from Nablus and Hebron headed to Palestinian
territories still under Israeli military control, or so-called area C. Hebron’s march went to
Al-Romeida area, and Nablus's went to Salem village to support people of the two regions,
who are subjected to a ferocious onslaught of settlers, in attempt to take their homes and
land by force. 200 participated in the marches, including foreign volunteers.
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“Girls Club”

Women and Family Affairs Centre Initiative -Nablus

The Women's Affairs Center initiative targeted “Girls Club” members where the girls are of
all ages.The plan has been prepared and implemented through the identification of needs
and priorities for club members, and by age groups. The center targeted two groups 15-
18 year-olds and 18-24 year-olds, and attracted a group of the young and merged them
in activities that focused on several topics related to human rights, reproductive rights,
health and the concepts of gender.

Sessions, which lasted from August-October 2008, targeted 40 students from al-Najah Na-
tional University and 20 teenage girls who are club members; they have benefited from
the life-skills training and awareness-raising on social issues through the implementation
of awareness sessions and entertainment.
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“Psychological and social support for girls and
women in the old town of Hebron”

Palestinian Medical Relief Society Initiative-Hebron

The initiative aimed to help girls and women in the old town of Hebron, where settlers,
covered by the Israeli Army, attack citizens to displace them from Hebron. Some citizens
are prohibited from closing their doors, violating their privacy, especially women. This ini-
tiative aimed to help these women to resist the pressures, and educate women how to
deal with violence properly.

This initiative included many psychological discharge hearings, lectures and social sup-
port. It lasted for three days (3/11/2012-5/11/2012), and involved 40 women and girls who
were introduced to the resolution 1325.
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“Citizenship and women'’s participation in decision-
making”

Federation of Palestinian Working Women’s Committees’ Initiative

This four-month initiative is implemented in many locations: Samu, Beit Kahel, Kharas,
Ezna, Dahryeh and Trkomia, and contributed in the development of rural women in so-
ciety.

The initiative aimed to promote the concept of citizenship for women and to introduce the
resolutions 1325 and 1889 to women in the mentioned areas. It has also developed skills
for trainers on the international resolutions linked to the situation of Palestinian women,
to achieve sustainability through building human resources capacities for 1325 members.
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“Women’s mastering of resolution 1325”

Al Najdah Association for Developing Palestinian Women in Bani
Naim, Al Dahryeh and Al Dahryeh Female Charity Initiative.

As it is important for women, especially the young, to master resolution 1325 and be
aware of their rights guaranteed by this resolution, Al Najdah Association for Developing
Palestinian women in Bani Naim, Al Dahryeh and Al Dahryeh Female Charity arranged this
initiative which coincided with the International Day for the prevention AIDS.

This initiative, which continued for 2 months (15/10/2008-15/12/2008), included many
training sessions and workshops targeting women, housewives and female university stu-
dents. They analyzed the situation of women in the region, their problems, their knowl-
edge of resolution 1325, developing the concept of communication and social network-
ing and came up with recommendations to improve women'’s thinking, their potential
and enable them to solve their difficulties.

On the occasion of the international day for the prevention of AIDS they arranged visits

to male and female schools to raise awareness on the disease; risks, and prevention meth-
ods, in coordination with the Ministries of Education and Health.
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“Raising awareness about the Disabled Rights in
employment not to be marginalized and to create
an independent future for them”

The Red Crescent Society Initiative -Jericho

The initiative included four meetings; each meeting had a series of lectures, which high-
lighted the issue of disabled people and their rights and on the concept of making them
productive. In addition it focused on involving parents with their disabled sons and
daughters in a rehabilitation and capacity development centre after the end of a program
of raising awareness. The program included both lectures and activities.

S OBy
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“Women'’s access to decision-making positions”

Al Doyouk Agricultural Cooperative Initiative

This initiative coincided with local elections, which took place in October 2012, and at-
tempted to encourage women to participate in nomination and voting; benefiting 30
women (18-34) who had participated in elections. Two women won seats in the Municipal
Council of Al Doyouk, these women expressed how they had been changed and had the
motive to participate in making decisions after the course they had attended.
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“Economic empowerment of women”

Organizations’ Coalition in Jericho and Jordan Valley Initiative

The issue of supporting women’s economy through supporting their products was ac-
corded among coalition members in Jericho and the Jordan Valley. They considered that
supporting women would not be through exhibitions and accumulating food products
and handcrafts, but through a campaign to support products and highlight the various
products and promote them, as well as raising women'’s voices and strengthen their lead-
ership and economic contribution. They worked with relevant governmental institutions
to develop policies and programs to empower women economically, as well as to train
women to improve the quality of their products to sell them in local markets.

The initiative continued for three months and targeted 300 women, involving several in-
stitutions: YWCA, Al Hilal Jericho, Moon Charity, Al Doyouk Agricultural Cooperative, Fe-
male Activity Center Agabat Jaber, Palestinian Red Crescent Society, Charity Association,
Female Center- Ein El sultan and Muftah El Audeh association.

The activities were various: Organizing a seminar on the role of civil society organizations
in social changes and women'’s economic empowerment, attended by 80 people, and rep-
resentatives of civil society institutions and official parties in the province and coalition. A
training course was organized about how to produce high quality products according to
standards and specifications targeting homemade products, which cannot be marketed.
One of the activities was educational lectures in: Ein El Sultan, Aqabat Jaber and Al Duy-
ouk to encourage local people to buy these products. Also a campaign was held in Jericho
and the Jordan Valley to encourage women'’s products, to draw attention to these margin-
alized women, and support and help them to market their products. Also they arranged
a campaign entitled “To Grow” in which they distributed posters and broadcasted radio
flashes on local radio in Jericho to market women'’s products.
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It also succeeded in arranging a meeting with the Office of the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA) to identify the services and the tasks performed by these agencies in the
southern Jordan Valley region, and the need for documenting Israeli human rights viola-
tions against women and girls, under the United Nations resolution 1325.

The audience, mostly women, raised several issues that must be documented by women them-
selves. Including water in Auja, which is being plundered by settlers, Auja’s pool that people are
deprived of enjoying as a place for recreation because of settlers, attacking the shepherds, at-
tacks on property, permanent barriers and dangerous Street # 90 for their children etc.

The initiative has been successful in entertaining 50 elderly women away from their lone-

ness; they went for a journey chattering about previous experiences and problems they
face, to find solutions in future coalitions.
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“Community awareness and education in the
Jordan Valley”

The Coalition Initiative - The Jordan Valley
April-November 2012

The year 2012 was remarked by holding several intensive sessions aimed to identify needs
in Jericho and the southern Jordan Valley because of the results of a survey about violence
in Palestinian society for the year 2011. A participatory approach was adopted as they
communicated with number of legal characters to make plans for initiatives that would
be held during the year in the Jordan Valley by the associations: Auja Ladies Association,
Fasail- Auja Feminist Center, Auja Women Charity and Auja Cooperative Society for Rural
Development.

The initiative has achieved its objectives of educating 100 men and women about the
seriousness of domestic violence, which scored the highest levels in Jericho and the Jor-
dan Valley according to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics for the year 2011. That
pushed the institutions to arrange a meeting in coordination with the Minister of wom-
en’s Affairs Mrs. Rabiha Diab, MP in Legislative Council Saeb Erekat, characters from the
Police in the Auja district, and representatives of political parties and religious leaders to
discuss the reasons for the high rate of violence. Participants felt that the proliferation of
this phenomenon is due to cultural factors, in addition to the continued Israeli occupa-
tion. In order to communicate effectively with the local community, the group of institu-
tions in coordination with the local council in Auja formed a group of 50 volunteers to
arrange a campaign for cleaner public places and planting forest trees.
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“Feminist camp”

Aldoyouk Agricultural Cooperative and Alnoiamh Association for
Developing Traditional Crafts Initiative

The idea of a summer camp came from the women themselves in order to break the rou-
tine and modules in courses, involving 56 girls and women between the ages of 18-35.
The camp, which was implemented in November 2011, was to increase women’s aware-
ness of resolutions 1325 and 1889, as well as to promote the role of women in Palestin-
ian society in various fields to increase their representation in decision-making positions,
and community justice. This initiative was distinct because of the non-traditional training
activities like: watching films, discussion and role-playing games, as well as some psycho-
logical discharge activities and entertainment activities.
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“It’s my right to raise my voice”

Fasail- Auja Feminist Center Initiative

The initiative was implemented in September 2011 and aimed to educate 20 women
about resolution 1325, as well as to encourage Palestinian women to raise their voice,
participate in local elections and in decision-making, and to promote the freedom of ex-
pression.

Auja - Fasail centre organized a closing entertainment activity for the targeted group.
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“Domestic violence”

Auja Women Charity Initiative

The coordinator of the initiative communicated with women in the Auja region communi-
ty during planning for the initiative, where she came upon the phenomenon of domestic
violence. The activities of the initiative were based on active participation of target groups
that called for addressing the causes of domestic violence and its impact on family life.

The initiative was implemented in September 2011, this topic was discussed with a person

specialized in psychosocial and social counseling with 20 women, and it was agreed that
early marriages are the reason for this phenomenon in Auja.
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“My right to express my view”

Fasail- Auja Feminist Center Initiative

The results of a questionnaire distributed by the center before planning for the initiative,
showed that women in Fasail need to be supported with knowledge and skills that en-
hance their self-esteem, as well as to help them solve their family problems especially
children’s dropout of schools. This initiative was organized in October 2011 to meet the
needs of women in the community.

20 women interacted in the trainings on self- esteem and children’s dropout of schools

(causes and treatment), in addition to the implementation of UN 1325 which was intro-
duced in the early days of the sessions in Jericho and the Jordan Valley.
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“Women and children without violence”

Auja Cooperative Society for Rural Development Initiative

In this four-day initiative, 50 women were made aware of resolution 1325, its relation to
Palestinian women and the importance of documenting violations against women in the
Auja area. In another context, women demanded to address reproductive health issues
and sex education that would support them to bring up their children.

The Assembly also organized, in cooperation with the Palestinian Red Crescent, a first-aid
course for young men, benefiting 10.
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The Red Crescent Society Association, Aldoyouk Altahta, with the
participation of the General Union of Disabled People Initiative.

The level of coordination among members of the coalition of UN resolution 1325 in Jeri-
cho was very high, many initiatives have been implemented through the cooperation of
several centers and associations, and financial and human resources were perfectly in-
vested. This collective initiative targeted 100 participants from villages and camps in Jeri-
cho and the Jordan Valley. The initiative contained a number of entertainment activities,
raising awareness, and cultural artistic and popular events, including marches and a rap-
song which was written and composed by the young participants under the supervision
of skilled trainers.

The coordinator of this initiative said: “I've been worried about lack of response in the lo-
cal community with this initiative because it targeted men and women, but the level of
supervision, training and topics addressed in the activity led to positive interaction and
successful implementation.”
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Farmers, Medical and Organic Products Cooperative Association
Initiative

Assembly of Medical Plants targeted women working in agriculture. They are deprived
from awareness and education programs implemented by civil society organizations be-
cause of their work in producing organic plants as well as a lack of time. The assembly tar-
geted these women in fields, and considered that the main problem affecting the target
group is the lack of awareness of legal rights for divorce. This issue was addressed to focus
on the concept of divorce, its effects on family and society, mechanisms to prevent it, and
legal rights of divorce. 55 women participated in these meetings.
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The Red Crescent Society Initiative

One of the Palestine Red Crescent society roles is targeting young people in camps. In
this initiative they contacted the rehabilitation center of the YWCA- Jericho in Agabat
Jaber camp. 30 girls from different parts of the West Bank, were targeted from the center.
During three consecutive days they were introduced to resolutions 1325 and 1889, and
raised their awareness about documenting violations against girls, whether violations of
the Israeli occupation or as a result of the absence of Palestinian laws which guarantee
protection and participation of Palestinian women. The third day ended by training the
girls’ participation as volunteers in recreational activities for children with disabilities, on
the occasion of the international day of disabled people, 3" December.
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Female Activity Center Initiative Aqabat Jaber

In coordination with the program of psychological support in the Agabat Jaber camp,
women here organized a winter camp targeting a group of 40 women who knew about
the legal aspects related to the social and economic life, as well as to learn about resolu-
tion 1325 and its importance to Palestinian women refugees. It also contributed to aware-
ness rising in several areas related to health and psychological problems to women living
in difficult conditions in the camp.

One of the participants said: “This association gave me the chance to go out and enjoy
field visits to Grandparents House in the city of Jericho “ The coordinator said: “This initia-
tive helped to attract women to the center, and many of them have been in the public
body”.
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ISRA Charity initiative

The ISRA charity association targeted several pioneers of the association, and took advan-
tage of their annual summer camp for children to introduce UN resolution 1325, which
benefited approximately 30 boys and girls aged 8 to 14, through discussions about chil-
dren’s rights and freedoms and the importance of law.

The association also targeted a group of women who are homogeneous in age and cul-
ture in a three-day training course titled “Women Tomorrow", benefiting 25 women with
information about the adoption of resolution UN 1325 in Palestine and the importance of
women’s political participation, and decision-making positions at all levels.

In coordination with Al-Quds Open University, the association made awareness sessions
about UN 1325, and documented violations against women and girls in the occupied Pal-
estinian territory with the participation of dozens of students.

Jericho and Jordan Valley Initiatives 9



The Moon Charity Initiative

This initiative broke the typical method in raising awareness around “my strength, my
knowledge of UN resolution 1325". The Moon charity targeted about 160 local families and
community organizations, before Ramadan evening, to answer questions that focused on
UN resolutions 1325, 1889, 242 and 181. The meeting was attended by 90 young people
and some gifts were distributed. Some attendees at the event said that their presence
there was a coincidence, and that they were invited for the feast. However they said that
they received information about the resolution, which they have never heard of earlier.

8 Jericho and Jordan Valley Initiatives



“My strength is my knowledge of resolution 1325”

Many local institutions participated in implementing the initiative “My strength is my
knowledge of resolution 1325" They agreed on distributing roles to achieve the perfect
performance. The institutions are: YWCA, Moon Charity, the Red Crescent Society, the So-
ciety of Medical Plants, ISRA charity, Al Doyouk Agricultural Cooperative, Al Doyouk At-
tahta, Al Hilal Jericho, and the feminist activity center Aqabat Jaber.

YWCA Initiative

YWCA adopted the announcement of “my strength, my knowledge of UN resolution
1325" by organizing a full day of events which included a big show for a group of YWCA
volunteers about the UN resolution 1325 and CEDAW. Ms. Maysoun al-Qawasmi was there
to talk in depth about the resolution and its significance for Palestinian women and girls.
The audience, more than 50 men and women, were involved in the discussion and most
of them said that it was the first time they knew about the resolution.

Jericho and Jordan Valley Initiatives 7



1. Jericho

slac™la Lawa s Sl

o -

el NI £ 91 jgkaia (e 31 glual!y Asba] | £ 9 e

_;'!‘-}I':.YF_EL&__IJV-&.EELJ:&}: .Tf:u_??).éj

o LA, ¥ $is% olgias s
UNFPA Ol Basll o¥1 &jaiuog plise davwgo dy

0 b gan o



this resolution. The resolution was adopted by the National Coalition for the implemen-
tation of the United Nations resolution 1325 in Palestine. The three Governorates (Nab-
lus, Hebron and Jericho and the Jordan Valley) mentioned above, included a total of 25
coalitions. MIFTAH improved its work in several areas, including planning, management,
building coalitions and alliances, documentation and management of campaigns, as well
as providing information and materials for local community, and supporting coalitions’
annual work to activate the international resolutions 1325 and 1889. In addition to The
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW),
MIFTAH supports, in cooperation with the United Nations Population Fund UNFPA, local
initiatives to implement the decision through raising awareness and education to Security
Council resolutions 1325 and 1889, and documenting Israeli abuses of human rights, and
indirectly, through social justice and gender equality, to achieve effective political partici-
pation of women.

We introduce to you a new version of MIFTAH’s experience in contributing to put UN reso-
lution 1325 on the agenda of institutions that worked to strengthen their presence in the
local community through their interaction with community needs and priorities. These
institutions have been successful in attracting different segments of society to interact
with women'’s issues, by using United Nations resolution 1325 as a tool that helps expose
Israeli violence against Palestinian women, and that helps in integrating women in the
political decision-making process.



Introduction By MIFTAH

As part of its strategic objective to influence policies and legislations to ensure the protec-
tion of civil and social rights of all groups, and of its commitment to the principles of good
governance and to disseminating the real Palestinian account to the official and popular
actors in the world, and to influence decision-makers at national and international levels,
MIFTAH seeks to activate UN Security Council resolution 1325 (4213) in the occupied Pal-
estinian territories, through the formation of local coalitions, and through connecting and
communicating with members of the society via various institutions.

The Palestinian Initiative for the Promotion of Global Dialogue and Democracy - MIFTAH-
has been forming institutional alliances to activate the United Nations resolution 1325 in
the occupied Palestinian territories since 2007. In cooperation and coordination with the
United Nations Population Fund UNFPA, through the project“Gender, Peace and Security”,
MIFTAH has worked to form coalitions of grassroots actor institutions, taking into account
the geographical distribution and situation in Nablus and Hebron, and later in Jericho and
the Jordan Valley. In parallel, meetings with experts and activists in feminist and human
rights movements resulted in an understanding on appropriate mechanisms to use this
resolution, to be added to the tools used by women against the Israeli military occupa-
tion, to claim their rights of protection and political participation. The brochure, which was
prepared by MIFTAH (Palestinian Women and Security Council Resolution 1325), reflects
the Palestinian vision and formed the basis for other coalitions calling for the adoption of
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