Although this survey shows modest improvements, in terms of domestic violence reported,
almost a quarter of the women surveyed were exposed to physical violence through the year.
As the political environment continues to deteriorate, particularly in Gaza, families will face
increasing psychological pressure and will likely need additional support.

The 2005 Domestic Violence Survey was conducted by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics
and provides comprehensive statistics on domestic violence for 2,772 families in the West Bank
and 1,440 in the Gaza Strip.

The survey was conducted in December 2005 through January 2006.

Recommendations?

At the policy and legislative levels

1-Finalize the Law for the Protection of the Family against Violence, which includes binding legal
provisions and is at the same time flexible and ensures developing the necessary intervention
and protection mechanisms to alleviate violence against women.

2-Promote cooperation between ministries and non-governmental organizations to develop
a clear mechanism or a clear-cut written diversion system that regulates the relationship
and addresses domestic violence; in other words, institutionalize relations in order to avoid
ambiguity, fogginess or personalization.

3- Seek to incorporate gender and domestic violence concepts in school curricula at all educational
levels in order to curb domestic violence and establish new concepts which change the stereotype,
role and status of women.

4- Formulate social and economic security and health insurance policies that encourage women
victims of violence to make decisions that determine their future and destiny, amid the tragic
conditions they face because of the different forms of violence that they suffer.

At the level of governmental and non-governmental organizations that provide
services to women victims of violence:

1-Raising social awareness and legal education must be carried out concurrently in order to
effect fundamental change of misconceptions that surround the relations between men and
women and alleviate domestic violence.

2-Raise the awareness of the Police, Judges at Islamic and Christian courts, Prosecution, and the
Judicial Police of gender issues, though conducting training courses on gender and mechanisms
of dealing with domestic violence.

3-Involve religious clerics and Shari’ (Islamic Law) judges in discussions or dialogue and
encourage their participation in workshops pertaining to violence against women in particular
and to domestic violence in general, because of their significant influence in shaping the opinion
of a large sector of Palestinian society.

4-Re-deploy counseling institutions in the north, middle and south West Bank as well as in the
Gaza Strip in order to facilitate access of women beneficiaries, rather than concentrating on
specific districts and neglect others.

5- Provide integrated services and follow-up at the economic, social, psychological and other
levels to women victims of violence.

6-Despite the importance of individual therapy for victims of domestic violence, it is significant
to address the perpetrator, as well as all family members, both males and females, in order to
achieve the desired goals of psychological treatment and counseling.

2 The recommendations formulated by the participants at the workshop entitled "Gender-Based Domestic Violence" organized by the
Palestinian Initiative for the Promotion of Global Dialogue and Democracy- MIFTAH on 30 June 2008 within the framework of its UNFPA-
funded Gender Peace and Security project.

Police procedures that address violence against women

1-Establish an investigative department for domestic violence.

2-The presence of a social worker at police stations round-the-clock in order to provide counseling
and psychological services to women victims of violence.

3-Take immediate measures to provide protection to women victims of violence upon approaching
police stations or once they make telephone calls.

4-Set up a domestic violence department within the police organizational structure that provides
protection to violated women and families and that the follow up of social and legal specialists
who receive cases of violence and provide assistance to victims.

At the media level

1-The need for partnership and cooperation among media institutions in order to improve the
knowledge of citizens of issues related to different forms of domestic violence afflicted on women:
mental, physical and sexual violence.

2-Activate the role of the audio-visual as well as the print media in curbing domestic violence,
through examining causes and forms of violence against women and focusing on details of the
distress of violated women.

Future research

1-Conduct a study on the causes of the reluctance of women to seek the assistance of counseling centers and
institutions.

2-Conduct a study that aims at identifying the necessary intervention and protection mechanisms
to be adopted by the relevant governmental and non-governmental organizations that provide
services to women victims of violence, identifying the feasibility of these mechanisms in providing
the necessary protection to beneficiaries as well as their advantages and disadvantages.
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Domestic Violence in Palestine: Important Findings from the 2005
Domestic Violence Survey

December 2007
The survey defined ~ Background
domestic violence as
“ any act or The idea of “home” should imply physical and psychological safety
intended act of a and security as well as shelter. A child, adult or older person affected

household member by domestic violence experiences a hidden “homelessness” and lack of
against another personal security.

member for the Domestic violence can occur across the lifespan and across most cultures.
purpose of causing ~ Women are at a disproportionately higher risk of physical, sexual and
physicological psychological violence from an intimate person such as a spouse or ex-
or physical or spouse. Domestic violence may be physical, sexual or psychological, but
any other type of all three forms can be present. What is subjectively defined and identified
abuse.” as “domestic violence” by victims can be strongly influenced by cultural

beliefs, values and previous experience of abuse. Domestic violence is
always characterized by the use of coercive control and psychological
abuse.

2005 Domestic Violence Survey Findings

23.3% of ever married women reported that they were exposed, at least once, to a physical violent
action, while 61.7% reported they were exposed at least once to psychological violence in the
Palestinian territory during 2005.

Inallareas of the Palestinian territory, womenreported experiencing lower levels of psychological,
physical and sexual abuse than in a previous survey'.

Percentage of Women Reporting Types of Abuse while Percentage of Women Reporting Types of Abuse by
Living in Rural, Urban or Camp Environments Location

329% 34%
24% 23% 23%
17% %
12% 3% 10% = 1%
Prior to Prior to Prior to
2005 2005 2005 Prior to 2005 Prior to 2005 Prior to 2005
2005 2005 2005
Refugee Camps - .
9 P West Bank Gaza Palestinian Territories
[l Psychological Abuse [l Psychological Abuse
. Physical Abuse . Physical Abuse
I:l Sexual Abuse I:l Sexual Abuse

Implications

This unique survey, exploring a topic rarely explored in the Arab world, provides comprehensive
statistics on domestic violence and will likely be an important tool for legislate policy to protect
and help victims of domestic violence in the Palestinian society.

1 Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006, Domestic Violence Survey, December 2005-January 2006, Main Findings,
Ramallah, Palestine



