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" Joint press release by the Palestinian central bureau of statistics (PCBS),the food and agriculture
organizations (FAQ), the united nations relief and works agency for Palestine refugees in near east
(UNRWA) and the world food program (WEP). June3. 2014, https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/press-
releases/food-insecurity-palestine-remains-high
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% United nations conference on trade and development (UNCTAD), report on UNCTAD assistance to
the Palestinian people: developments in the economy of the occupied Palestinian territory:
http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/tdb64d4 embargoed en.pdf
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Analvtical Study: Documenting Violations by the Israeli Occupation against
Refugee Women in Palestinian Refugee Camps in the West Bank and Gaza Strip

(Executive Summary)

Introduction: The Palestinian Initiative for the Promotion of Global Dialogue and
Democracy (MIFTAH) recently completed a study entitled “Documenting
Violations by the Israeli Occupation against Refugee Women the Palestinian
Refugee camps in West Bank and Gaza Strip”, implemented by the Arab World
of Research and Development AWRAD , and supported by KARAMA.

The study employed a quantitative methodology, consisting of the distribution of
a survey questionnaire (prepared by MIFTAH) and a review of social and legal
literature. The survey targeted (500) Palestinian refugee women from (12)
Palestinian camps, (7) in the West Bank and (5) in the Gaza Strip.

The AWRAD team carried out the field activities in the period January10-14,
2017.

Summary of the Main Findings:

Absence of political will and disregard for international laws and
resolutions by the Israeli occupation: Israeli occupation practices are dictated
by the absence of political and international will to achieve a just resolution to
the status of more than 7.98 million Palestinian refugees since 1948. Though
several international laws and resolutions guarantee the rights of Palestinian
refugees, these individuals are still suffering and have not received the
protections due to them. The Occupation has abdicated its responsibilities and
obligations towards the people it occupies; in addition its violations of
international human rights laws and principles, exemplified in the crimes
committed, has exacerbated refugee suffering. This is exhibited in the
conditions of deprivation that refugees face inside camps, namely extremely
poor infrastructure, environmental pollution and overcrowding.

Palestinian refugee women face a triangle of oppression - Israeli
occupation violations, hardships of daily life, traditional attitudes towards
women: Israeli violations target all groups in Palestinian society. However,
refugee women bear not only the brunt of this abuse, but must endure it in an
environment that is already suppressive and closed. They suffer from difficult
social, economic and housing conditions and the traditional, patriarchal attitude
regarding the roles and status of women in Palestinian society. The
expectations placed on refugee women are even greater, as the rate of violence,
abuse and deprivation caused by the Occupation is comparatively higher. They
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bear responsibility for supporting their families, playing the role of mother and
father to compensate for the absence of the traditional breadwinner due to
detention or killing by the Israeli Occupation.

The refugee community is young and faces the highest rates of
unemployment and poverty: Palestinian statistics indicate that the Palestinian
refugee community is young and has the highest rates of fertility and poverty.
Its participation in economic activities, compared with non-refugees, is weak,
reflective of the high rate of unemployment and large household size. Refugee
workers are commonly employed as technicians or practice some
specialization, but the rate of those serving in senior management is low. These
meager economic conditions explain why refugee families also experience the
highest rates of food insecurity.

Heterogeneous refugee camps: The refugee camps across the West Bank and
Gaza Strip are not homogenous. To begin with, the refugee camp population in
Gaza is growing at a faster rate than in the West Bank. Furthermore, these
populations have been integrated into the broader urban fabric in Gaza,
evidenced by their administration by local councils, in contrast to those in the
West Bank, which remain under the administration of Popular Committees.
Also, camps in the West Bank span a variety of geographic locales, including
urban, rural and semi-rural.

Refugee women are exposed to a series of abuses and violations: Since
2000, more than (27 %) of refugee women stated that they had lost a member
of their families (first or second degree relative). A third of them stated they
were directly exposed to assault by Israeli Occupation Forces, while (21 %)
(102 cases) of the respondents stated they and members of their families were
directly exposed to physical and sexual assaults. An additional 9 % (47 cases)
said they were exposed to threats of being attacked by dogs during Israeli
Occupation raids on their homes and 18% (92 cases) stated that Israeli
Occupation Forces stormed into their rooms and prohibited them from
changing clothes. Finally, 4% (18 cases) said they were forced to walk over the
bodies of martyrs. Each of these actions by the Occupation is in breach of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Fourth Geneva Convention, in
addition to numerous other international covenants.

Arrest, detention and foul language: 35% (177 cases) of refugee women
stated they or members of their families were exposed to arrest by Israeli
Occupation Forces. 37% (186 cases) said they were exposed to detention or
interrogation and 38 % (191 cases) stated that they or members of their
households were exposed to cursing or foul language during Israeli army raids,
at checkpoints or while visiting religious places.

Prohibiting cultural and social participation: 64% (321 cases) of refugee
women said they were not able to visit religious or recreational places because
of restrictions by the Occupation and 15% added that they were not able to
participate in a cultural activities, since the venue or timing of the activity
could expose them to abuses. 21% (104 cases) were forced to cancel a family
event due to restrictions.




Displacement and family dispersion: 24% (118 cases) of refugee women
stated that they were forced to live in shelters or with extended family due to
the actions of the Israeli occupation and 22% (111 cases) said they were forced
to live under unhealthy conditions. 13% (67 cases) stated that the female and
male members of their families were separated as a result of having to live in
shelters.

Violations negatively impact women’s health: 26% (131 cases) of refugee
women confirmed they were forced to stand under heavy rain or in sweltering
heat during raids by Occupation forces while 21% (107 cases) confirmed they
were exposed to beatings or tear gas at Israeli checkpoints while they were
pregnant. Concerning women’s general and reproductive health, the study
recorded more than (83) cases of violations. 7% (37 cases) reported that their
reproductive health (ability to get pregnant, treatment of reproduction — related
diseases) was exposed to harm due to the Occupation. 4% (22 cases) reported
that they aborted or gave birth at Israeli checkpoints. 5 % (24 cases) reported
that they were not allowed to bring their medicine with them during raids by
Israeli forces.

Violations negatively impact women’s education: 5% (25 cases) of refugee
women reported that they or their children were forced to drop out of school
for three reasons: threats by the Occupation to their life; the need to find work
because of the absence of the breadwinner (killed or detained by the Israeli
Occupation), and quitting a certain scientific major that might result in
detention by the Occupation.

Violations negatively impact women’s economic circumstances: 4% (22
cases) of refugee women reported that they were forced to work under
substandard work conditions after Israeli occupation forces detained or killed
the breadwinner of the family. If there were not a need to provide for their
families, they noted that they would spend their savings or stop working. 2% (9
cases) of respondents reported that they quit their job after the killing or
detention of a member of their families by the Occupation to take care of their
children, while 7% (36 cases) reported that they were forced to disregard their
health to reduce expenses, due to the absence of a breadwinner.

Violations against the properties of refugee women: 32% (162 cases)
reported that Israeli Occupation Forces tampered with their personal
belongings (undergarments, photos, IDs) during raids. 12% (59 cases) reported
that Occupation forces tore their IDs or personal photos during raids.
Psychological effects of Israeli occupation violations: Roughly one-third of
respondents among refugee women (31%) reported that they suffer from
psychological distress, cramps or seizures because of Israeli Occupation
measures. 29% of the women reported that they feel physically paralyzed when
Occupation Forces assault them. 72% reported feeling panicked when they
hear the sounds of Israeli bullets, war jets, bombs or Palestinian ambulances.
88% confirmed that they feel terrified when Occupation Forces storm the camp
and 77% reported that they suffer from anxiety over fears of being expelled
again. 49% confirmed that scenes of killing and destruction are still etched in
their memories and 38 percent received no help for these conditions. 32% of
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refugee women still encounter scenes of children who have no access to food
or water as a result of wars. However, the rate at which women give birth at
checkpoints or as a result of wars or incursions has decreased to 27%.

Recommendations:

Legal:

v

Calling on the international community to implement United Nations General
Assembly Resolutions 194 and 513, which call for the return of Palestinian
refugees to their homeland and compensation for those who choose not to
return. This cannot be accomplished without a simultaneous call for the Israeli
Occupation to withdraw from Palestinian territory. Based on this conclusion, it
is imperative to confirm the importance of commitment to international laws
and conventions which ensure the protection for women against the oppression
of the Occupation. It is also necessary to confirm United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1325, pertaining to the rights of women and peace, along
with Security Council Resolution 237 of 1967, calling on Israel to respect
human rights in the regions affected by the Middle East conflict of 1967, to
ensure safety and security for their residents and facilitate the return of the
displaced. In addition, it is necessary to confirm the importance of
implementing United Nations General Assembly Resolution No. 3236 of 1974,
which recognizes that the failure to resolve the status of Palestinian refugees
jeopardizes international peace and security and that the people of Palestine
have been historically and continuously denied their inalienable rights. The
Resolution further affirms the right of the people of Palestine to self-
determination and its fulfillment by the use of all means in accordance with the
Charter of the United Nations.

Seeking international protection for Palestinian refugees through a political,
international resolution that provides international protection and security. This
should be realized by calling on UNHCR to take appropriate steps to ensure
that Palestinian refugees receive the same protection as other refugee
populations throughout the world.

Prosecuting the Israeli Occupation at the ICC for the psychological and social
crimes it has committed against women.
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v

v

Calling for integration of the needs and rights of all women, mainly refugee
women, in the structures and policies of the UN and the EU.

Calling on the Arab League to implement its resolutions and obligations
concerning Palestinian refugees, particularly Resolutions 5538 and 5581, as
well as the Casablanca Resolutions, which call for a just and comprehensive
solution of the Palestinian refugee problem, based on international resolutions.

Psycho-social:

v

Providing psycho-social support for individuals exposed to traumatic
experiences as a result of violations committed by the Israeli Occupation. This
should include a heightened role for international bodies (governmental and
non-governmental organizations) in Palestinian camps, with the aim of
promoting the steadfastness of refugee women and providing all forms of
necessary protection (psychological, social, economic, and educational).

Economic — Developmental:

v

Designing developmental economic programs that address women’s psycho-
social and recreational needs as a means of providing relief from the daily
suffering resulting from the Israeli Occupation.

The Palestinian government and international donors should provide suitable
public spaces near the camps (green areas, gardens, commercial centers,
entertainment centers) to promote physical and emotional health.

Ensuring economic support by providing job opportunities for women in the
form of small grants that enable women to work in the camps.

Providing health centers and hospitals close to the camps. These centers and
hospitals should be specialized in treating gynecological diseases.

Donor states and organizations should fulfill their obligations towards
UNRWA so that the Agency can continue providing services to Palestinian
refugees.

Increasing the financial and technical support for development activities in the
refugee camps, with particular emphasis on women, such as according them
priority in the agenda of women’s institutions.

Supporting local organizations which empower, employ and train refugee
women to promote their performance and guarantee their sustainability.

Lobbying and Advocacy:




Providing support for local women’s institutions and human rights
organizations to monitor human rights violations, with an emphasis on those
committed against refugee women, and providing regular updates to the UN
and other international human rights organizations.

Applying pressure on governmental authorities and the donor community to
provide sustainable services for gender-based violence (legal, psychological
and protection) in the refugee camps where women have no access to such
services.

At the regional and Arab level, meetings should be organized with the Arab
Women’s Unions to address the circumstances of Arab refugees, especially in
Iraq and Syria. They should be encouraged to form social, economic and health
networks for refugee women, including Palestinian refugee women.

Increasing relief and humanitarian interventions from relevant regional and
Arab institutions, so as to expand the scope of their psycho-social and
economic interventions.

Submitting a petition at an international women’s conference, calling on the
international community to implement its legal obligations vis-a-vis violations
against refugees by the Israeli Occupation.

Issuing a position paper, based on the outcomes of the study, which details the
patterns of violations and their social and economic impacts. This paper should
be disseminated at the regional and international level.




